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What does an agent do?
The agent sources auditions for you and negotiates the fee and the terms of the
contract for any work you do.

How do | know which one to approach?

It depends on your experience and what you are looking to do; for modeling try a Modeling agent, if you have no
experience or training then an Extras agent can a good place to start and if you have experience and training
then an Actors agent. Reputable agents are listed in the Yellow pages and most are also available online.

How do | get an agent? Get a reference from your drama tutor or if possible have something on tape or
DVD that you can show the agent and phone, email or write to agents that interest you.

Do | have to pay? You should never have to pay to join an agency; however you will have to get photos
done and possibly pay to go onto a web site. You will only pay your agent a commission when you work.

What do | need to bring to a meeting with an agent? Bring a brief resume of your performance
experience and training and a video tape or DVD if you have it.

What sort of photos do | need? Most agents have photographers they prefer to work with and have
advice to give you about the type of photos they need so it's best to leave the photo session until after you have
secured an agent. Keep it simple - not too much makeup, keep the clothing plain, no checks stripes or bold
patterns, no big jewelry or baggy jerseys or sweatshirts — don’t wear anything that distracts from form you face
and expressions.

Will I get work? That depends on your ability and attitude. The average is one job out of every 10 auditions.
Some people get the first job they go for and others may do many more auditions before getting their first job.

It also depends on what work is around for you age group, gender and type at any given time as well as your
availability to go for auditions. Be prepared, dress correctly for the role and be on time. A professional attitude
helps you get auditions, and the more auditions you go to, the more chance you have of getting work.

ANYONE UNDER 18 will need their parent’s permission and support to sign up with an agent. Ask your parents to set up the
meeting - they will also need to attend that meeting. Your parents will probably be driving you around to auditions and they also need to
OK the content of scripts for auditions, so supportive parents are essential. Another thing to consider is that this work usually takes place
during the normal work or school week, so being able to get time off school to get to the auditions is vital.

Choosing an agentis as important as choosing your doctor or lawyer, so shop around and
remember these golden rules:

1. Choose someone you feel comfortable with and you can talk to.

2. Your agent should have lots of experience and a good reputation with casting directors and production
houses.

3. Top agents don't need to advertise in the local newspaper so be careful about answering those sorts of
ads.

4. Check that your agent is a member of an industry Guild or body with a code of practice.
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