THEATRE
COMPANY




.I

9

D

—
=
o=
Lo

To celebrate the tremendous welcome Auckland gave the Volvo Ocean Race, Scandinavian
Motors would like to give you something in return. Take delivery of any new Volvo from our new
Parnell premises before 28 March, 2002 and you can spread your payments over two years and

pay absolutely no interest. 1/3 deposit now, 1/3 in 12 months, 1/3 in 24 months*.

www.VolvoCars.co.nz

*Plus on road costs, nothing more, Normal finance conditions apply.

Auckland's
Home af Volvo

Scandinavian Motors LMVD, Now at 1 The Strand, Parnell. Phone 300 4400

FROM THE

producer

ATC and Volvo welcome you to the second production
of our 10th Anniversary Season Decadence, Roger Hall's

Take A Chance On Me.

Last year's world premiere was a sell-out
success, the 'Full House' signs testament
to Roger's enduring gift for comedy. After
twenty-five years in the business, his eye
and ear were never keener as he tuned in
to the suburban noise of life after divorce.
From unlikely ingredients, he once more
created a recipe for success: take six
broken hearts and pulverise into lonely
pieces; drop in some fresh hell and a little
crushed hope then drizzle with bottled anger.

Whip desperately until stiff with frustration
then scorch in uncontrollable desires until
well-frazzled. Sprinkle with random acts of
humiliation before serving. Palatable pain;
distress made delicious! If it stilt ended in
tears it was because now we were crying
with laughter. Roger Hall's alchemist talent
is always appreciated. At a ime when
laughter has been in short supply, it's good
to see him again.

So too is it a pleasure to welcome back
members of the original cast and crew, joined
for this retun season by new bloods' Jodie
Dorday, Darien Takle and Paula Keenan.

S

Simon Prast
Producer
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"It's OK to ask for HELP" programme
is designed for young people, to be run

Without the drama!

At the Heritage Auckland you will be impressed by the stylish suites, award
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Come on in for a freshly brewed Donations can be posted to: Y. most lasting impression are the attentive service and the relaxed ambiance
Cappucino National Office that you can only get with a truly outstanding performance.
; o Yellow Ribbon New Zealand
and read the latest magazines PO Box 93 ASnNea/vmaerT(:tn * 467 hotel rooms and suites  * 2 restaurants and bars

* Spectacular roof top pool overlooking Viaduct and Harbour
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* Meeting and ballroom facilities for up to 400 people
* A short stroll to the CBD, Viaduct Village, and the Edge

Proud Diamond sponsors qf The Auckland Theatre Company.
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celebrate 10 years with US

01 SAVE. Subscribers save up t© 30% on the price of
lickets

02 BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE. You wili be malled our
brochure efore anyone else guaranteeing the best
avallable seats with N j0ining o backing fees.

03 FREE TICKET EXCHANGES for any play or availaple
cerformance in the season

NCE

2002 the vagina monologues - take a chance on me - the play about
the baby - the daylight atheist - noises off - the bellbird « travesties
stones in his pockets - waiting for godot - the rocky horror show

04 SUBSCRIBER HOTLINE 0S5 309
Monday G Frnday.

05 MEET THE ACTORS. Subscriber Briefings. behind-the-
scene talks by the cast and artistic team in The Heritage

Auckiand.

06 NEW DEDICATED SUBSCRIBER NIGHT Subscriber
Preview Night features a pre and post-shoew ialk

07 STAY IN TOUCH. Receive regular emaii pbulletins with
LE-to-cate news, views and special offers on the seasen
Playoill, will € alled direct to vou with the latest news

and views on our productions,

08 PROGRAMME VOUCHERS Save 20%
mmes with Lrepaic programme vouchers.

09 JOIN OUR EXCLUSIVE WINE CLUB

10 JOIN ATC FRIENDS SCHEME and play 2 part in theatre

CALL TODAY FOR A DECADENCE BROCHURE 309 3395 www.atc.co.nz
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Roger Hall is New Zealand's most successful playwright. The extraordinary
successes of plays such as Glide Time, Mididle Age Spread and Social
(Climbers, and the television series Gliding On and Market Forces have made
him a housenold name. His plays have broken many New Zealand Box Office
records, and there is almost always at least one of Roger's plays in production
somewhere in New Zealand or Australia. Interationally, Roger's work has
been performed in eight countries, including Britain where Middle Age Spread
played on London's West End for fiteen months, and was named West End
Comedy of the Year.

Bomn in Woodford Wells, Essex, England, Roger Hall arived in New Zealand
on Good Friday 1958, after a six-week voyage on board the Captain Cook.
As a Teachers' College student he wrote for, and later edited, the college
magazine Student Opinion and became involved in the newly-formed
Downstage, New Zealand's first local theatre. After Teachers' College, Roger
spent time in the classroom, before leaving to work for School Pubiications
as the editor of Education, the department’s official magazine for teachers.

Although he had failed in an earlier attempt to convince Wellington's Evening
Post to employ him as a fim reviewer, Roger was writing. A contributing writer
on the television series Close to Home, he was also working on his first play,




A Hard Day at the Office. The name didn't survive, but nearly twenty-five
years ago, on August 11, 1976, Roger Hal’s first play (now called Glide Time)
opened at Wellington’s Girca Theatre. Set in an unidentified government
department, Glide Time created the joy of recognition among middle New
Zealand that was to become the trademark of a Roger Hall play. The season
sold out, and transferred to the 1200 seat Opera House where it packed out
seven nights.

Glide Time became the television series Glide On. A classic of New Zealand
television, Glide On'ran for five years and made Roger Hall a household
name. And that was just the beginning. Glide Time was followed by another
landmark play, Middle Age Spread. Written partly in Janet Frame's old room
at Otago University during Hall's time as the Roger Bums Fellow, it played on
London's West End for over a year, and was subsequently made into a film.

In"the last twenty-five years, Roger Hall has written anad co-written well over 160
scripts. Glide Time, Middle Age Spread, The Share Club, Social Climbers,
Dirty Wegkends, and The Book Club all show Roger’s acute understanding
of middle New Zealanders' concerns and interests. He was one of the first
New Zealanders to tell our stories on stage, and his work has paved the
way for other New Zealand storyteliing. He remains very involved in
New Zealand theatre, where the generosity and support he shows
to other performing arts practitioners, especially writers, is well known.

Auckland Theatre Company has produced four Roger Hall
plays since it was formed in 1992, After its ATC World Premiere,
Take A Chance On Me will be performed in Wellington and
Christchurch, and later that year the New Zealand Actor's

Company toured another Roger Hall play, the drama A Way
of Life throughout the country.
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DESIGNER

A leading stage designer in New Zealand, Tracy trained for her career in

professional theatre in the early 1980s at the Mercury Theatre in Auckland.

There, she had the unigue opportunity of designing a wide variety of
productions from studio work through to large-scale musical and opera
productions. She has since become a successful freglance designer in
New Zealand and Australia. Her work has been chosen to represent
performance design in New Zealand at the Prague Quadrennial in the
Czech Republic in 1991, 1995, and 1998. Tracy is a Winston Churchil
Feliow (1987) and has a Bachelor of Spatial Design from Auckland
University of Technology, Te Whare Takiura o Tamaki Makau Rau {1996).
She was finalist in 'Best Craft in Short Film Drama’ at the NZ Film and
Television Awards (1997) and won Best Production Design at the St Kilda
Film Festival (1999) for her work on Possum. Tracy's range of work
remains extensive with an increasing involvement in the training of young
professional performance designers in New Zealand. She is currently
based in Auckland, working for major Australasian performance companies
and teaching institutions. Highlights of Tracy's work in recent years
includes the two spectacular outdoor opera productions at the North
Harbour Stadium of Carmen and La Traviata and the acclaimed thi FrENZy
for the Royal New Zealand Ballet featuring the work of Te Matarae | Orehu
and Split Enz. Her work with Auckland Theatre Company includes the set
and costume designs for Dancing at Lughnasa, Arcadia, Masterclass,
Wind in the Willows, Wit, The Judas Kiss and A Streetcar Named Desire.

/- O :Qoéarz‘s'o;z

T.0. ROBERTSON HAS BEEN TECHNICAL MANAGER FOR ALL OF AUCKLAND
THEATRE COMPANY'S PRODUCTIONS SINCE COMING ON BOARD IN 1997,

The extensive list includes Twelve Angry Men, Master Class, Closer,
Cabaret, Art, Copenhagen, Haruru Mai, Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are
Dead, Death Of A Salesman, The God Boy, Collective Stories, The Beauty
Queen Of Leenane and The Blue Room.

He has also been Lighting Designer for Vagina Monologues, Four Cities
and last years Take a Chance On Me (Auckland Theatre Company).
Before joining Auckland Theatre Company he was Lighting Designer for
Dawn Raids (New Pacific Underground), Within a Magic Prison (Angel
Theatre Company), Shadows and Light (Christian Penny / John Bolton), in
Moving Memory (Black Grace Dance Company) and Pandora’s Box (Art
Education). He was once also the Tour and Production Manager for the
now legendary New Zealand band, Supergroove.

His latest venture includes being co-producer of ATC’s 2econd Unit
alongside Frith Walker and Oliver Driver. He also continues working for
Black Grace Dance Company as much as his Auckland Theatre Company
commitments allow,




ATC IN'ASSOCIATION WITH
AORIAN BOHM PRESENTS

Auckland Theatre Company wishes to thank all patrons & donors, including those who do not wish to be named

Auckland Theatre Company patrons

Martin & Catherine Spencer
Sir Gordon & Lady Tait

Don & Denise Turkington
Aki & Jane Von Roy

James Wallace

Evan & Katie William

Michael & Harriet Friedlander
Jenny Gibbs

Ross & Josephine Green
John & Sue Haigh

Rod & Penny Hansen
Michael & Rosie Horton
Richard & Sally Jarman
Ross & Paulette Laidlaw
Noel & Amanda Lane
Chris & Dayle Mace
Anna Nathan

Denver & Prue Olde
Scott & Louise Perkins
Donald & Carolyn Reid
Geoff & Fran Ricketts

David & Margaret Anderson
Michael & Maria Renhart
Peter Bolot

Mary Brooke

Adrian Burr & Peter Tatham
Rick & Jenny Carlyon

John & Stephanie Clark
Robin & Erika Congreve
Paul & Barbie Cook

Greg & Debbie Cook
Graeme Edwards

STARANG Hinemoa Elder & Patrick
w:vl.AWI.ESS. ORNIELLE CORMA[K & MADELEINE SAMI Griffiths

Trevor & Jan Farmer
Stephen & Virginia Fisher

“Sex has never been
funnier or more
poignant”

NEW YORK TIMES

“Eve Ensler’s GLORIOUS
show is WARM, OPEN
EXCITING, ENCHANTING
and HILARIOUSLY funny!”"
SUNDAY TIMES

23 |

Maidment Theatre 14 FEBRUARY - 23 MARCH

www.vaginamonologues.com

“A pure joyride!”
NEW YORK TIMES

EANANT ALBER AL PRI

“If you have no wounds, how do you
know you’re alive?”

In this startling new play from the author of
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf and Three Tall
Women, innocence collides with experience
and life’s meaning is found in the subtlety of
language.

A young couple has a new baby. Or do they?
An older couple intruding on the youngsters'
Eden say they don't. Part dramatic fable, part
cosmic vaudeville, this delightfully disturbing
play will keep you riveted from beginning to
end.

STARRING
JONATHAN HARDY - ELIZABETH HAWTHORNE
JENNIFER FREED « MIGHAEL HALLOWS

HERALD THEATRE FROM 14 MARCH
BOOK AT TICKETEK 307 5000

2002 don

PLATINUM

Barbara Edwards Trust
Gavin & Susan Walker
Andrew & Catherine Guest
James Wallace

GOLD

Flying Babe

C & B Parkinson
JB Were

SILVER

Denver & Prue Olde
John & Trish Gribben
Sandra Greenfield
Peter Bolot

Paul Speary

Jane & Patrick Kemelly
Alian & Gillian Coulam
Mike lsle

Alastair Aldridge

BRAONZE

Robert & Freda Narev
Anne & David Kerslake
F & B Bell

E Shepard

ors

JR & PD Aubin

Louise Hinvest

Mr.& Mrs. Plindenberg
Seng Poh Lee

G Lute-Spalinger

J A J Woolford

Ewan & Jenny Price
Anna Stastny

Kay & Dougal McKay
Lucy Bishell

Sue Webb

Jan Payne

S & W Paine

Professor & Mrs R Meyer
Elizabeth Prendergast
Dave & Roseanne Mandero
Sally & Patrick Frengley
Parrot Productions
Dawn Hutson

T & J McFarland
Maggie Gresson

Mr. Edward Jancys
Jean Lawry

Steve Walker

David J Eddy

Grae Burton

AJ Whitelaw

Margaret Culpan

Carole Paykel

Roger & Barbara Moses
Paul Fornuset

FK & DF Brown

Helen Aldridge

Mr, P & Mrs. R Jenkins
Dawn McEniery

Audrey & Doug Leybourne
R & J Chambers
Pauline Weatherby

Fay Pankhurst

Sue Mist

Dr. D & Mrs S Wright

P & R Salmon

Dr. KJ Brook

Ms Jo Robson

Joanne Smout

VL Robinson

Mrs, Cherryl Eliis

Ms. Yvonne Shadbolt
Allan Barber & Vanessa
Collinson

Wendy & Russell Croucher
Chris & Judy James

Joan F Ziegler

Sue & Philip Letcher
JA Tills

G & R Jennings

PA Kean

R & HK Lane

Alma Johnson
Haruko Thomas

Leigh Parton

The Powells

Patricia Browne

G.E Willoughby

David & Sue Gibbs
Mike & Libby Limbrick
Richard & Alison Cobb
PA & PJ Davison
Anne Ferguson

Carol & John Beck

lla Murray

Judy & Allan McDonald
Julia Kay
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